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Dear Fathers, Brothers and Sisters,

May the peace and joy of the Lord be with us all.

Let me begin by thanking everyone – our priests, religious,

catechists, teachers and the faithful for the wonderful

and meaningful celebration that we had on 24 August 2011.

Completion of five years as the Shepherd of this Diocese

was a moment to remember with gratitude all the

wonderful gifts and marvelous works of the Lord. He is

able to achieve such great things through us who are weak

and sinful. Yet the Lord has been close to all of us and

was able to lead us. The meaningful protection and

closeness of Mary Help of Christians is felt very much and

I am grateful and committed to her presence.

Though many things are in my mind to write, we can not

but remember with joy the wonderful gathering of youth

at Madrid around our Holy Father. There were more than

one million youth. The vibrancy and the hope of the church

are amply manifested there. For the benefit of everyone, I

would like to reproduce the sermon that the Holy Father
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preached to the youth there. I am sure it will encourage

all of us to deepen our own faith.

“Dear Young People, in this celebration of the Eucharist

we have reached the high point of this World Youth Day. 

Seeing you here, gathered in such great numbers from all

parts of the world, fills my heart with joy.  I think of the

special love with which Jesus is looking upon you.  Yes,

the Lord loves you and calls you his friends (cf. Jn 15:15).

He goes out to meet you and he wants to accompany you

on your journey, to open the door to a life of fulfilment and

to give you a share in his own closeness to the Father.

For our part, we have come to know the immensity of his

love and we want to respond generously to his love by

sharing with others the joy we have received.  Certainly,

there are many people today who feel attracted by the

figure of Christ and want to know him better.  They realize

that he is the answer to so many of our deepest concerns. 

But who is he really?  How can someone who lived on this

earth so long ago have anything in common with me today?

The Gospel we have just heard (cf. Mt 16:13-20) suggests

two different ways of knowing Christ.  The first is an

impersonal knowledge, one based on current opinion.

When Jesus asks: “Who do people say that the Son of Man

is?”, the disciples answer: “Some say John the Baptist,

but others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the

prophets”.  In other words, Christ is seen as yet another

religious figure, like those who came before him.  Then

Jesus turns to the disciples and asks them: “But who do

you say that I am?”  Peter responds with what is the first

confession of faith: “You are the Messiah, the Son of the
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living God”.  Faith is more than just empirical or historical

facts; it is an ability to grasp the mystery of Christ’s person

in all its depth.

Yet faith is not the result of human effort, of human
reasoning, but rather a gift of God: “Blessed are you, Simon
son of Jonah!  For flesh and blood has not revealed this to
you, but my Father in heaven”.  Faith starts with God,
who opens his heart to us and invites us to share in his
own divine life.  Faith does not simply provide information
about who Christ is; rather, it entails a personal
relationship with Christ, a surrender of our whole person,
with all our understanding, will and feelings, to God’s
self-revelation.  So Jesus’ question: “But who do you say
that I am?”, is ultimately a challenge to the disciples to
make a personal decision in his regard.  Faith in Christ
and discipleship are strictly interconnected.

And, since faith involves following the Master, it must
become constantly stronger, deeper and more mature, to
the extent that it leads to a closer and more intense
relationship with Jesus.   Peter and the other disciples
also had to grow in this way, until their encounter with
the Risen Lord opened their eyes to the fullness of faith.

Dear young people, today Christ is asking you the same
question which he asked the Apostles: “Who do you say
that I am?”  Respond to him with generosity and courage,
as befits young hearts like your own.  Say to him: “Jesus,
I know that you are the Son of God, who have given your
life for me.  I want to follow you faithfully and to be led by
your word.  You know me and you love me.  I place my
trust in you and I put my whole life into your hands.  I
want you to be the power that strengthens me and the joy
which never leaves me”.
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Jesus’ responds to Peter’s confession by speaking of the

Church: “And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I

will build my Church”.  What do these words mean?  Jesus

builds the Church on the rock of the faith of Peter, who

confesses that Christ is God.

The Church, then, is not simply a human institution, like

any other.  Rather, she is closely joined to God.  Christ

himself speaks of her as “his” Church.  Christ cannot be

separated from the Church any more than the head can

be separated from the body (cf. 1 Cor 12:12).  The Church

does not draw her life from herself, but from the Lord.

Dear young friends, as the Successor of Peter, let me

urge you to strengthen this faith which has been handed

down to us from the time of the Apostles.  Make Christ,

the Son of God, the centre of your life.  But let me also

remind you that following Jesus in faith means walking

at his side in the communion of the Church.  We cannot

follow Jesus on our own.  Anyone who would be tempted

to do so “on his own”, or to approach the life of faith with

kind of individualism so prevalent today, will risk never

truly encountering Jesus, or will end up following a

counterfeit Jesus.

Having faith means drawing support from the faith of your

brothers and sisters, even as your own faith serves as a

support for the faith of others.  I ask you, dear friends, to

love the Church which brought you to birth in the faith,

which helped you to grow in the knowledge of Christ and

which led you to discover the beauty of his love.  Growing

in friendship with Christ necessarily means recognizing

the importance of joyful participation in the life of your

parishes, communities and movements, as well as the
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celebration of Sunday Mass, frequent reception of the

sacrament of Reconciliation, and the cultivation of personal

prayer and meditation on God’s word.

Friendship with Jesus will also lead you to bear witness
to the faith wherever you are, even when it meets with
rejection or indifference.  We cannot encounter Christ and
not want to make him known to others.  So do not keep
Christ to yourselves!  Share with others the joy of your
faith.  The world needs the witness of your faith, it surely
needs God.  I think that the presence here of so many
young people, coming from all over the world, is a wonderful
proof of the fruitfulness of Christ’s command to the
Church: “Go into all the world and proclaim the Gospel to
the whole creation” (Mk 16:15).  You too have been given
the extraordinary task of being disciples and missionaries
of Christ in other lands and countries filled with young
people who are looking for something greater and, because
their heart tells them that more authentic values do exist,
they do not let themselves be seduced by the empty
promises of a lifestyle which has no room for God.

Dear young people, I pray for you with heartfelt affection.
I commend all of you to the Virgin Mary and I ask her to
accompany you always by her maternal intercession and
to teach you how to remain faithful to God’s word.  I ask
you to pray for the Pope, so that, as the Successor of Peter,
he may always confirm his brothers and sisters in the
faith.  May all of us in the Church, pastors and faithful
alike, draw closer to the Lord each day.  May we grow in
holiness of life and be effective witnesses to the truth
that Jesus Christ is indeed the Son of God, the Saviour of
all mankind and the living source of our hope.” 

+Most Rev. Dr. P. Soundararaju SDB.D.D
Bishop of Vellore
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Bishop’s Programme

01 Thu Holy Mass, Thiruvalam

04 Sun Sacred Heart College, Tirupattur

05 Mon Mother Theresa Convent, Vellore

07 Wed Blessing, Chennai

08 Thu Confirmation, Ranipet

10 Sat CRI Meeting

11 Sun KGF

14 Wed Holy Cross Convent, Sathuvacharry

15 Thu Sacred Heart Seminary, Poonamallee.

17 Sat Sacred Heart Home, Jubilee Mass, Katpadi

18 Sun Confirmation, Shenpakam

28 Wed Monthly Recollection

29 Thu M Monthly Recollection

E Wedding, Santhome

VICAR GENERAL’S OFFICE

1. Monthly Recollection

Monthly Recollection for this month will be on 28th evening

to 29th afternoon.

2. New Telephone Directory – 2012

New Telephone Directory for the year 2012 will be

published by the Clergy Commission. Please check your

phone number, name of your parish, institution and your

personal mobile number in the present Telephone

Directory - 2011.
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If anything to be corrected or added, please do inform the

Bishop’s Secretary before the end of October 2011 and

help us to bring out the new Telephone Directory -2012 in

time. (Secretary Cell No. 9486424003, 9176428261)

Rev. Msgr. M. Joe Lourdusamy

Vicar General
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PROCURATOR’S OFFICE

GOOD FRIDAY COLLECTION - 2011

1. Sathuvacharry 13959

2. Ambur 1500

3. Melpudupakkam 500

4. Shenpakkam 1000

5. Arulodayam Ashram 1000
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6. Kezhpennathur 1000

7. Somasipadi 500

8. Avoor 650

9. Thirumalai 200

10. Eleyankanny 3800

11. Kasthampadi 350

Total 24459

Fr. S. Arulappan
Procurator

CATHOLIC PASTORAL CENTRE
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The Annual Meeting for Religious

Dear Rev Father / Brother / Sister,

Greetings to you from Bishop's House, Vellore !

As we have already informed you through news letter and

circular letter from CRI  President, there will be annual

meeting for the Religious on 10.09.2011 Saturday at 9.00

am. at our Bishop's House.

All Superiors, Principals, Headmasters and Headmistresses

of all your institutions are expected to attend this meet-

ing without fail. Please do avoid any excuse and do not

delegate somebody else.

Thanks for your co-operation in this regard.

Fr. S.Malaiyappan
Director, CPC.

MANAGER'S OFFICE

POOR EDUCATION FUND COLLECTION FROM THE

RELIGIOUS INSTITUTIONS

DURING 2011-2012 AS ON 23-07-2011 TO 17-08-2011

STATEMENT OF RECEIPT
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I thank all the correspondents and Principals of the above

given schools and Educational Institutions for their

contribution towards the poor children's education fund. I

request those who have not yet sent their contribution to

do so on or before 30.09.2011. Kindly contribute generously

towards this noble cause.

Thanking and assuring you of my prayers!
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DIOCESAN MERIT SCHOLARSHIP
FOR THE YEAR - 2010, Xth Std.

On behalf of our beloved Bishop and Vicar General I
congratulate the students from each vicariate who have
scored the highest percentage of Marks in S.S.L.C. and
Hr.Sec. Exams held in March and April 2001 respectively.

Arakonam Vicariate
01. S.Rini Haffild's Pet 472/500
02. M.Victoria Poocharam Arakonam 466/500

Chetpet Vicariate
01. F.Shabhina Arni 442/500
02. S.Ajithkumar Narasingapuram 426/500

Polur Vicariate
01. S.A.Ashika swathi C.Nammiandal 481/500
02. P.Gomathi Kariyandal 466/500

Tirupathur Vicariate
01. J.Mathew William Kumar Kovilore 441/500
02. K.Francis Xavier Kovilore 437/500

Tiruvannamalai  Vicariate
01. A.Nancy Ralphina Eleanganny 476/500
02. M.Anish Sharlin Perunthuraipattu 450/500

Vandavasi Vicariate
01. Y.Nisha Vandavasi 476/500
02. J.Jaya Antony Ruban Vandavasi 473/500

Vellore Vicariate
01. R.Christina Mary Gandhi Nagar 480/500
02. L.Monika Cathedral 471/500

Vettavalam  Vicariate
01. F.Prabu Priyan Z.Guddalore 472/500
02. D.Maria Praveena Vettavalam 464/500

DIOCESE 1st MARK STUDENTS
01. S.A.Ashika Swathi C.Nammiandal 481/500
02. R.Christina Mary Gandhi Nagar 480/500
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DIOCESAN MERIT SCHOLARSHIP
FOR THE YEAR - 2011
HIGHER SECONDARY

Arakonam Vicariate

01. N.Naveen Kumar Arakonam 1106/1200

02. A.Mariya Anthony Arakonam 1068/1200

Chetpet Vicariate

01. R.Mary Shalini Arni 1031/1200

02. S.Amutha Arni 1024/1200

Polur Vicariate

01. M.S.Lisy Precilla C.Nammiandal 1030/1200

Tirupathur Vicariate

01. D.Mary Suganya Kovilore 1035/1200

Tiruvannamalai Vicariate

01. A.Sakkaravarthi Susai Durai Eleanganny 988/1200

Vandavasi Vicariate

01. R.Mary Shalini Arni 1031/1200

02. S.Amutha Arni 1024/1200

Vellore Vicariate

01. R.Mary Shalini Arni 1031/1200

02. S.Amutha Arni 1024/1200

Vettavalam Vicariate

01. C.Mary Priscilla Gengapattu 812/1200

DIOCESE 1st MARK STUDENTS

01. R.Mary Shalini Arni 1031/1200

02. S.Amutha Arni 1024/1200

Fr. C.Dayalaraj

Manager
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1. Family Commission

With the Co-operation and support of all the Vicar Foranes

and the Vicariate Co-ordinators we have completed the

marriage preparation classes in all the Vicariates. I

sincerely thank and appreciate them for their generosity.

At the same way I expect support from all the Vicar Foranes

and the Vicariate Co-ordinators to conduct "Marriage

Enrichment Programme" for the married couples (upto 5

years). It is a one day Programme. We have already

conducted this programme in C.Nammiandal and

Eleanganny parishes. Please help us to conduct this useful

programe in all the Vicariates.

Fr. K.S. Gnana Jyoti

Secretary
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Ordination Day

Rev. Fr. A.Arulsamy 11.09.1977

Birthday  

Rev. Fr. S. Jose Enchackal 03.09.1951

Rev. Fr. N. Arockia Doss 06.09.1970
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Rev. Fr. K. A. Rayappa 08.09.1954

Rev. Fr. A. Bernard Velanganni 08.09.1972

Rev. Fr. R. James Vincent 10.09.1957

Rev. Fr. A. Joseph 12.09.1950

Rev. Fr. M. Martin 19.09.1958

Rev. Fr. S. Sagayanathan 19.09.1973

Rev. Fr. M. Thangaraj 19.09.1974

Rev. Fr. G. Mathias 20.09.1940

Rev. Fr. M. A. Arockia Raj 20.09.1973

Rev. Fr. A. Lazar Velankanni 23.09.1981

Rev. Fr. Y. Anthony Raj 25.09.1953

Rev. Fr. A. Philominraj 26.09.1932

Rev. Fr. A. Roy Lazar 28.09.1959

Rev. Fr. V. Kuriakose Kariakatt 30.09.1951

Intentions

Let us pray for all teachers, that they may convey love in

truth and educate in authentic moral and spiritual values.

Let us pray that the Christian communities spread

throughout the Asian continent may proclaim the Gospel

with fervor, bearing witness to beauty with the joy of the

faith.

 

Calendar

03 Sat St. Gregory

04 Sun 23rdOrdinary Sunday
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08 Thu The Nativity of Blessed Virgin Mary

09 Fri Peter Claver

11 Sun 24thOrdinary Sunday

13 Tue St. John Chrysostom

14 Wed The Exaltation of the Holy Cross

15 Thu Our Lady of Sorrows The Anniversary of the

Dedication of  Assumption Cathedral

16 Fri Ss. Cornelius & Cyprian

17 Sat St. Robert Bellarmine

18 Sun 25th Ordinary Sunday

20 Tue St. Andrew

21 Wed St. Mathew

25 Sun 26th Ordinary Sunday

27 Tue Vincent De Paul

28 Wed St. Lawrence

29 Thu The Holy Archangels Michael, Gabriel & Raphael

30 Fri St. Jerome

Necrology

1. Rev. Fr. Immanuel Alves SDB 07.09.1976

2. Rev. Fr. Fioro de Beneditto SDB 11.09.1978

3. Rev. Fr. Michael Cusini SDB 17.09.1976

4. Rev. Fr. Lazar SDB 18.09.1997

5. Rev. Fr. C. Kurivilla 19.09.2001

6. Rev. Fr. Peter Meligo 23.09.1958


